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A walk around
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Kingsbury
This leaflet aims to guide you around the areas of Kingsbury where you can still see many of the homes
designed by the architect Ernest Trobridge in the 1920’s and 1930’s. The main walk (see map on page 2) will
probably take around 2 hours, with perhaps another 45 minutes if you take the side-trip at 4A, although it can
be done in parts at different times. It includes some steep climbs and descents, as he built many of his later
developments near the top of Wakeman’s Hill, Brent’s highest point. A shorter walk of about half an hour (shown
by the map on page 6) visits a group of Trobridge homes in Southern Kingsbury.
You can reach the walks by bus from Brent Museum, using the bus stop on the same side of Brondesbury Park.
Take the 302 bus route (towards Mill Hill), and a ride of around 15 minutes brings you to the “Highfield Avenue”
stop (marked A in red on the map), just off of Kingsbury Road beside Roe Green Park. This is the starting point
for the main walk, which can also be reached by the 204 bus (towards Edgware) from Sudbury Town, Wembley
Central, Preston Road or Kingsbury stations, or the 324 bus (towards Brent Cross) from Kingsbury station.

1. Ernest Trobridge was born in Belfast in 1884, coming to London with an architectural scholarship
around 1907. He moved to Kingsbury in 1915, and by 1919 he had developed a system for building
houses out of green elm wood, with straw-thatched roofs, and brickwork only used for the fireplaces
and chimneys. He showed one of these at the 1920 Ideal Home Exhibition, and its success encouraged
him to buy a field at the corner of Kingsbury Road and Slough Lane. In May that year he submitted
plans for the Fern Dene estate, which is the first place you visit on this journey.
Walk back towards the Kingsbury Road traffic lights, and you will see some thatched houses at the
opposite corner. The nearest of these, “Hayland”, was where Trobridge himself lived from 1922 until
his death in 1942. We will come back to this, but first carefully cross the main road and walk down
towards the “Green Man” pub and the horse trough outside it. Looking across Slough Lane, you will see
No.148, one of his elm wood houses which was extended and re-thatched in 2007.
Carry on down Slough Lane, and opposite the Ferndene flats (built on the site of the house after which
the estate was named) is an original Trobridge thatched house, No.142. You will notice the front door
is made of tapered planks, and the ornate brickwork of the chimneys, both of which are features of his
designs. Further down, No.134 (“Hardwood”) has been rebuilt to its
original design after its thatched roof caught fire in March 2009. Next
door, the recently built 130/132 Slough Lane is on the site where
Trobridge submitted plans for two houses with a fortified double
garage/air raid shelter for up to 90 local people in 1938, although this
was never built (see “Ernest Trobridge, Air Raid Structures Consultant”
for details).
Front Elevation detail of the semi-detached homes with fortified garages.
[Source: Brent Archives – Wembley Plans microfilm 13021.]
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2. Retrace your steps back up Slough Lane, on the same side as the thatched houses, and you will
come to the row of three thatched cottages at the traffic lights. When built in 1921, “Hayland” (at the
Kingsbury Road end) was a detached house with a large
garden. Its single storey extension was originally “the thatched
office”, a separate site hut during work on the Fern Dene
estate, which Trobridge rebuilt to act as his study.
Ernest and Jennie Trobridge and their children at “Hayland”
in the mid-1920’s [Source: Brent Archives]

In 1928, a growing family meant that Trobridge needed a larger
house. He built an extension to “Hayland”, which could be (and
later was) converted to a separate home (“Midcot”), with a new
cottage on the end (“The Den”) to help pay for it. Take a moment to enjoy the beauty of the flowing
thatch around the leaded-light windows he loved to use, as well as his use of timber and his intricate
chimney brickwork.
Trobridge’s front elevation drawing for the extension to
“Hayland” and new cottage
[Source: Brent Archives – Wembley Plans microfilm 7590]

Carefully re-cross Kingsbury Road, using the pedestrian lights,
and return to bus stop A. If you wish to save some walking,
or do not have enough time for the full walk, you can either
take the 204 or 324 bus to stop C (known as “Buck Lane”)
and resume the walk at point 5, or cross the road from the
park and walk up Highfield Avenue to resume at point 8.
To continue on the full walk, follow the footpath along the edge of Roe Green Park, noticing the typical
semi-detached suburban homes of around 1930 on the opposite side of the road. Straight after the
mini-roundabout at the junction with Hay Lane, carefully cross Stag Lane using the pedestrian island,
and turn left to follow this road for a short distance until you reach the first of four thatched houses.
3. The Elmwood Estate was Trobridge’s second development of thatched timber houses, on land at the
corner of Hay Lane and Stag Lane. The plans were agreed in 1922, and included two groups of four
homes in Stag Lane, one of which still survives. “Rose Cottage” at No. 351 was originally called
“Simbo”, while at the other end of the group “Penny Farthing Cottage” (No. 345) has been rebuilt after
a serious fire in the late 1990’s. Notice how they are two-storey at the back, but single at the front!
After looking at these houses, retrace your steps to the corner of Hay Lane. In 1964 a Guy Fawkes
Night fire in the thatch destroyed the Elmwood cottages at Nos. 1 and 3 Hay Lane. Soon afterwards
these and six adjacent thatched homes were bought by developers and demolished to build the
Kenwood Court flats. Turn left into Elmwood Crescent, and walk a short distance up it.
4. The bungalows at Nos. 3, 4 and 5 Elmwood Crescent were part of the original estate. Trobridge
designed them for a Mr Pugsley, with modifications so that the roofs are of slate not thatch. Return to
Hay Lane. Across the road is Haydon Close, built on
the site of Haydon House (marked in green on the
page 2 map) where Trobridge lived from 1915,
working as a farmer/fruit grower for the rest of World
War I, while devising his timber homes ideas. On your
left a row of shops with flats above begins. A large
2/3-storey Trobridge property, built here as part of
the Elmwood Estate between 1922 and 1924, was
demolished in 1931 to make way for them.
Trobridge’s Unwerelm Studios, about to be demolished to make way for the Hay Lane shops in 1931
[Source: Brent Archives – Wembley History Society Collection, Acc.388/7, photograph by Stanley Holliday.]
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4A. From bus stop B outside the shops, the 324 bus (towards Brent Cross at around 10, 30 and 50
minutes past the hour) gives you the option for a short side trip to visit some homes in Colindale which
show the next stage in the development of Trobridge’s designs. This bus starts a “Hail & Ride Section”
as it enters Colindeep Lane (by the McDonald’s restaurant, which also gives a chance for a refreshment
/toilet stop, as there is no longer a café in Hay Lane), and you should ring the bell to ask the driver to
stop straight after the mini-roundabout at the junction with Sheaveshill Avenue.
Carefully cross the road and walk up The Loning. At the end of this cul-de-sac on the left-hand side you
will see four detached Trobridge homes, similar in style to his thatched cottages, but with tiled roofs.
Walk back down the road, turn left into Colindeep Lane and follow this road on the same side. After
crossing the junction and passing some more typical inter-war “semis” you will reach six pairs
(numbers 89 to 107 odd) designed by Trobridge around 1924-26 for a local developer, with tile-hung
fronts and tiled roofs. A short walk up Court Way will show how
Trobridge swept the tiles over the rear windows in the same way
as he had done with thatch. Nos. 101 to 107 still have their
original front doors with his patented design of tapered greenwood
planks. When you have finished looking at these houses, choose a
safe place outside them to “hail” the 324 bus (towards Stanmore,
at around 15, 35 and 55 minutes past the hour) back to the “Buck
Lane” stop, to resume the main walk route at Hayland Close.
Elm Cottage at 29 The Loning, off Colindeep Lane.
[Photograph by Philip Grant, 2010]

5. Carry on past the shops and up Hay Lane, beyond Buck Lane on the right at the top of the hill. After
passing the “Buck Lane” bus stop (C), carefully cross the road and walk up Hayland Close. A local
developer, H.J. Aldous, began setting out his large Summit Estate, between Hay Lane and the top of
Wakeman’s Hill, in 1925. As well as building houses himself, he sold off plots of land to others, and by
early 1926 Trobridge was designing homes for private clients here, including several in Hayland Close.
No. 3, at the junction with Pear Close, was one of these, showing a transition to the use of brick as
well as timber, and with a tile roof.
Walk up to the end of Hayland Close, where No. 12 (now called “Trobridge Cottage”) is a large
thatched house with impressive brick chimneys. Return down the close, and Nos. 15, 16 and 19 on the
left again show how Trobridge’s designs in the late 1920’s moved towards brick and tile, rather than
timber and thatch. On reaching Hay Lane, turn left and walk back along the road, turning left again
into Buck Lane.
6. The properties you will see from 5 above until note 10 below are all within the Buck Lane
Conservation Area, which was designated by Brent Council in the late 1970’s to help protect the
character of the area, with its many Trobridge-designed homes. Walking up the hill you will soon see
on your left Nos. 3 and 5, a pair of semi-detached houses making the most of the sloping site. The
intricate thatched roofs, ornate brick chimneys and tile-hung walls are typical of his later timber
designs. Across the road, for comparison, are typical suburban “semis” of the same period.
Continuing up the hill, you will notice several modern buildings, using rough cut timber and other
Trobridge influences in their design, which replaced some original Summit Estate bungalows in the
1990’s. At No. 37, “Windy Ridge”, you will see another late 1920’s part-timber Trobridge house, with a
tiled roof, while Nos. 43 and 45 (“Buck Cottage”) are two of his later thatched houses which have both
had extensions added to them in the past twenty years. Across the road from No. 45 is a white
rendered building with brick details, which marks the change on this walk from cottages to castles.
7. By 1929 building in brick had become cheaper than timber and thatch. Trobridge set up the
Kingsbury Cross Co-partnership with friends, family and other investors to develop flats and houses in
the Wakeman’s Hill area, to his designs, for rent or sale. Upminster House, with its brick turret
decorated with a cross, which you see across Buck Lane, was an early example of these homes. Walk
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on to the corner of Wakeman’s Hill Avenue, then turn left up this road for a short distance. Whitecastle
Mansions (c.1935) on your left contains 9 flats, again with distinctive castle features and crosses.
8. On the opposite corner, Rochester Court (1935-37) has 16 flats in two blocks linked by bridges, and
stairways faced with stone like Rochester Castle. Retrace your steps to the corner and cross Buck Lane;
then enjoy the spiral brickwork of the chimney on the end of the next group of 8 Trobridge-designed
maisonettes. From the style of this, it is no surprise that it is called Tudor Gates (c.1934-36).
Walk down Highfield Avenue past the front of the building, admiring more skilled brickwork and the use
of timber details first seen in his thatched houses. A little further down, on your right, are the 30 flats
of Mountaire Court (c.1936-38), a large three-storey block which is a little more conventional, but
includes some integral garages as well as typical Trobridge timber and brick detail.
9. Cross the road, and walk back up towards Buck Lane. The 22 maisonettes at Nos. 46 to 66 Highfield
Avenue (1932-33) are some of Trobridge’s more subdued designs, but the 12 flats of Shirley Court
(c.1937) are bolder. Like Mountaire Court, they are three-storey with some garages, but the massive
brick chimney stacks on arches above the external stairways are something to stop and wonder at.
As you return to the corner of Buck Lane, the brick walls at the back of Highfort Court (1935-36) do
not prepare you for the wonderfully detailed castle-like entrance to these 4 flats, in rendered brickwork
plus reinforced concrete. This is the iconic Trobridge “castle”, with its chimneys and dust-bin cupboards
hidden in crenellated turrets, and battlements around
roof gardens for the first-floor flats.
Trobridge’s corner elevation drawing, from the
plans for Highfort Court.
[Source: Brent Archives – Wembley plans microfilms No. 9453.]

Turn right down Buck Lane, and the brick bays of
Stonegate Court (c.1935) initially conceal the castle
gateway to its six flats. Trobridge must have designed
this for better-off clients, as the original plans showed
four flats, with what are now the two attic flats each described as a ‘Maid’s Bed-Sitting Room’.
Continuing down the hill, you will pass a more traditional looking set of four semi-detached maisonettes
at Nos. 86 to 92, with some pleasant Trobridge detail, before reaching the corner of Ash Tree Dell.
10. Ash Tree Dell was the second of two new roads off of Buck Lane which was developed by the
Kingsbury Cross Co-Partnership from 1931 onwards. It contains nearly 60 maisonettes, brick-built and
with tiled roofs, which could be mistaken for ordinary suburban mock-Tudor homes if it were not for
some of the peculiar “Trobridge” features, such as the archways and wall finishes. If you have time,
walk down one side of the close and back up the other, noting particularly the brickwork details.
Returning to Buck Lane, turn right. On the sharp corner stand the 7 flats of The Triangle (c.1933), a
block with a brick turret and other “castle” features reminiscent of Highfort Court. Next door is 102/104
Buck Lane, more similar in style to Ash Tree Dell. Pass this and you will come to Oak Tree Dell, the
other new road which was the first Kingsbury Cross Co-Partnership development from 1930. It is
possible that Trobridge designed all of the properties in this road, but most are quite plain, although
there are some with interesting timber, tile and window details at Nos. 2 to 32 (even).
These are the last Trobridge homes on the main part of the walk, but as you continue down Buck Lane
a quick look at High Meadow Crescent (1924-25) on the left will show you the type of local authority
housing which was being built when Trobridge was designing the thatched houses seen in Slough Lane
and Stag Lane. Carefully cross Kingsbury Road at the traffic lights, and walk down Church Lane to the
“Kingsbury Green” bus stop shown as D on the main map. From here the 302 bus (towards Kensal Rise
Station) will take you either to the final part of the walk or back to Brent Museum. Alternatively, walk a
short distance along Kingsbury Road, beside the top of Kingsbury Green, to catch the 183 bus (towards
Pinner) from bus stop E, “Church Lane”, to Kingsbury station.
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A short ride down Church Lane on the 302
bus from Kingsbury Green will bring you to
the “Deanscroft Avenue” bus stop (marked F
on the Old St Andrew’s walk map aside).
Walk down the road on the same side.
11. After a short distance you will see
St Andrew’s Church on your left. Although
nothing to do with Trobridge, it does have
an interesting architectural history. This
“Victorian Gothic” church was built in Wells
Street, Central London, in the 1840’s but
was moved to Kingsbury and rebuilt, stoneby-stone, in 1933/34 after the original
church, dating from 900 years ago, became
too small for the growing suburb. Continue
to follow the footpath round to the left as
the road becomes Old Church Lane.
12. When you reach the corner, cross the
lane and turn left up the footpath. Behind
the hedges here are Old St Andrew’s
Mansions (1934-36), named after the church
you can see in the grave yard opposite.
Trobridge designed these for T.W. Heath &
Co Ltd of Neasden. Once you draw level with
No.1, turn back and look closely at the detail
of these maisonettes, particularly the
chimneys. Walk past the top of Church Walk,
and stop outside Nos. 6 and 7 to enjoy the skill of the bricklayers who carried out Trobridge’s plans for
the multiple chimneys over the entrance stairway. Retrace your steps, and turn right down Church
Walk, with the quirky brick stairs and porches of Nos. 5 and 8 on your left.
13/14. Halfway down Church Walk are four more pairs of maisonettes on the right. These do not
show any outstanding features, but still include details which are typically Trobridge, such as the
curving timbers where brickwork meets rendering. Carry on down to the end of the footpath and turn
right into Birchen Grove. Nos. 14, 15 and 16 Old St Andrew’s Mansions, on your right, are again quite
conventional, but they do have some good detail in the chimneys and other brickwork.
These are the last homes on this tour around properties designed by Ernest Trobridge in Kingsbury.
Walk past them, and on to the junction of Birchen Grove with Blackbird Hill, then turn right up to the
bus stop marked G on the map, from where a 302 bus will take you back to Brent Museum.
Alternatively, cross the road carefully at the pedestrian lights to bus stop H, for the 182 or 297 buses
to Wembley Park station.
Researched, written and compiled by Philip Grant.
© Brent Archives, 2010 and 2012.
Page 1 title pictures: “Wood houses, Kingsbury”, a 1920’s postcard
[Source: Brent Archives – Wembley History Society Collection, slide no.3268.]; and
Highfort Court, at the junction of Buck Lane and Highfield Avenue
[Photo by Philip Grant, October 2009.]
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